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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM : 

Director of Central Intelligence 



Acting Legislative Counsel 

SUBJECT : 

House Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence Revised Rules of 

Procedure 

REFERENCE : 

Letter dated April 7, 1978, Forwarding 
Committee's Revised Rules of Procedure 


(U) Action Requested : None, for information only. 

2 - (U) Background : The copy of the House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence revised Rules of Procedure 
forwarded to you on April 7 by Chairman Edward P. Boland 
contains only two changes from the 1977 original. The two 
changes are in paragraph 6 on investigations and paragraph 13 
concerning broadcasting Committee meetings. 

a. In the original Rules of Procedure the 
Committee was precluded from initiating an investigation 
unless at least four members (of 13) specifically requested 
that the Chairman authorize such an investigation. In 

the new Rules, the full Committee, a majority being present, 
has to approve an investigation. However, the Chairman 
of the full Committee with notice to the ranking minority 
member . may . initiate an investigation; similarly an 
investigation may be initiated if five or more members 
petition the Chairman to initiate an investigation. Such 
investigations must subsequently be reviewed and approved 
by the full Committee. In essence, the new Rules call for 
fuller Committee participation in determining whether an 
investigation should be conducted. 

b. In the revised Rules there is a new paragraph 
which permits a Committee hearing to be covered in whole or 
in part by television or radio broadcast, subject to the 
Rules governing other hearings in the House of Representatives. 
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RULES OF PROCEDURE 
FOR THE 

HOUSE PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON INTELLIGENCE 

1. Convening of Meetings 

The regular meeting day of the Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence for the transaction of committee business shall be on 
Tuesday of each week, unless otherwise directed by the chairman. 

In the case of any meeting of the committee, other than a 
regularly scheduled meeting, the clerk of the committee shall notily 
every member of the committee of the time and place of the meet 
ing and shall give reasonable notice which, except in extraordinary 
circumstances, shall be at least 24 hours in advance of any meeting 
held in Washington, D.C., and at least 48 hours m the case ot any 
meeting held outside Washington, D.C. 

2. Preparations for Committee Meetings 

Under direction of the chairman, designated committee staff mem- 
bers shall brief members of the committee at a time sufficiently 
prior to any committee meeting to assist the committee members in 
preparation for such meeting and to determine any matter which 
the committee members might wish considered during- the meeting. 
Such briefing shall, at the request of a member, include a list of all 
pertinent papers and other materials that have been obtained by 
the committee that bear on matters to be considered at the meeting. 

The staff director shall recommend to the chairman the testimony, 
papers, and other materials to be presented to the committee at 
any meeting. The determination whether such testimony, papers, 
and other materials shall be presented in open or executive session 
shall be made pursuant to the Rules of the House and Rules of the 

Committee. _ 

3. Meeting Procedures 

Meetings of the committee and its subcommittees shall be open 
to the public except that a portion or portions of any such meeting 
may be closed to the public if the committee or subcommittee, as 
the case may be, determines by record vote in open session and with 
a majority present that the matters to be discussed or the testimony 
to be taken at such portion or portions : . . 

1. Will disclose matters necessary to be kept secret in the in- 
terests of national defense or the confidential conduct of the foreign 
relations of the United States ; 

2. Will relate solely to matters of committee staff personnel or 
internal staff management or procedure ; 

(l) 
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3. Will tend to charge an individual with crime or misconduct, 
to disgrace or injure the professional standing of an individual, or 
otherwise to expose an individual to public contempt or obloquy, or 
will represent a clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy of an 
individual ; 

4. Will disclose the identity of any informer o ■ law enforcement 
agent or will disclose any information relating t< the investigation 
or prosecution of a criminal offense that is requirs d to be kept secret 
in the interests of effective law enforcement ; or 

5. Will disclose information relating to the t -ade secrets or fi- 
nancial or commercial information pertaining sp. cifically to a given 
person if — 

(A) an act of Congress requires the information to be kept 
confidential by Government officers and em] loyees ; or 

(B) the information has been obtained b / the Government 
on a confidential basis, other than through an application by 
such person for a specific Government finan ial or other bene- 
fit, and is required to be kept secret in ordei to prevent undue 
injury to the competitive position of such person. 

6. Will violate any other law of the United { tates or any rule 
of the House of Representatives. 

Except for purposes of taking testimony or receiving evidence, a 
quorum for the transaction of any other committee business shall 
consist of seven committee members. Decisions of the committee 
shall be by majority vote of the members present and voting. 

Whenever the committee by rollcall vote repor ts any measure or 
matter, the report of the committee upon such treasure or matter 
shal] include a tabulation of the votes cast in fay< r of and the votes 
cast in opposition to such measure or matter by e; ch member of the 
committee. 

4. Procedures Related to the Taking op Testimony 

Notice. — Witnesses required to appear before fi e committee shall 
be given reasonable notice and all witnesses shell be furnished a 
copy of these rules. 

Oath or Affirmation. — Testimony of witnesses ihall be given un- 
der oath or affirmation which may be administered by any member 
of the committee, except that the chairman of he committee or 
of any subcommittee shall not require an oath or affirmation where 
he or she determines that it would not be appropriate under the cir- 
cumstances. 

Interrogation. — Committee interrogation shall be conducted by 
members of the committee and such committee staff as are au- 
thorized by the chairman or the presiding memb< r. 

Counsel for the Witness. — (A) Any witness may be accom- 
panied by counsel. A witness who is unable to obtain counsel may 
inform the committee of such fact. If the witness! Informs the com- 
mittee of this fact at least 24 hours prior to his c ■ her appearance 
before the committee, the committee shall then endeavor to obtain 
voluntary counsel for the witness. Failure to obtain such counsel 
will not excuse the witness from appearing and tei tifying. 

(B) Counsel shall conduct themselves in an et lical and profes- 
sional manner. Failure to do so shall, upon a finding to that effect 
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by a majority of the members present, subject such counsel to dis- 
ciplinary action which may include warning, censure, removal, or a 
recommendation of contempt proceedings. 

(C) There shall be no direct or cross-examination by counsel. 
However, counsel may submit in writing any question he or she 
wishes propounded to his or her client or to any other witness and 
may, at the conclusion of his or her client’s testimony, suggest the 
presentation of other evidence or the calling of other witnesses. The 
committee may use such questions and dispose of such suggestions 
as it deems appropriate. 

Statements by Witnesses. — A witness may make a statement, 
which shall be brief and relevant, at the beginning and conclusion 
of his or her testimony. Such statements shall not exceed a reason- 
able period of time as determined by the chairman, or other pre- 
siding member. Any witness desiring to make a prepared or written 
statement for the record of the proceedings shall file a copy with the 
clerk of the committee, and insofar as practicable and consistent 
with the notice given, shall do so at least 72 hours in advance of his 
or her appearance before the committee. 

Objections and Ruling. — Any objection raised by a witness or 
counsel shall be ruled upon by the chairman or other presiding mem- 
ber, and such ruling shall be the ruling of the committee unless a 
majority of the committee present overrules the ruling of the chair. 

Inspection and Correction. — All witnesses testifying before the 
committee shall be given a reasonable opportunity to inspect, in 
the office of the committee, the transcript of their testimony to 
determine whether such testimony was correctly transcribed. The 
witness may be accompanied by counsel. Any corrections the wit- 
ness desires to make in the transcript shall be submitted in writ- 
ing to the committee within 5 days from the date when the 
transcript was made available to the witness. Corrections shall be 
limited to grammar and minor editing, and may not be made to 
change the substance of the testimony. Any questions arising with 
respect to such corrections shall be decided by the chairman. Upon 
request, those parts of testimony given by a witness in executive 
session which are subsequently auoted or made part of a public 
record shall be made available to that witness at his or her expense. 

Requests to Testify. — The committee will consider requests to 
testify on any matter or measure pending before the committee. A 
person who believes that testimony or other evidence presented at 
a public hearing, or any comment made by a committee member or 
a member of the committee staff may tend to affect adversely his 
or her reputation, may request to appear personally before the com- 
mittee to testify on his or her own behalf, or may file a sworn state- 
ment of facts relevant to the testimony, evidence, or comment, or 
may submit to the chairman proposed questions in writing for the 
cross-examination of other witnesses. The committee shall take 
such action as it deems appropriate. 

Contempt Procedures. — No recommendation that a person be 
cited for contempt of Congress shall be forwarded to the House 
unless and until the committee has, upon notice to all its members, 
met and considered the alleged contempt, afforded the person an 
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opportunity to state in writing or in person whj he or she should 
not be held in contempt, and agreed, by majont: vote of the com- 
mittee to forward such recommendation to the Raise. 

Release of Name of Witness. — At the requer of any witness, 
the name of that witness scheduled to be heard >y the committee 
shall not be released prior to, or after, his or her ; , ppearance before 
the committee, unless otherwise authorized by tb - chairman. 

5. Subcommittees 

Creation of subcommittees shall be by majorit vote of the com- 
mittee. Subcommittees shall deal with such leg. dation and over- 
sight of programs and policies as the comrnitte may direct. The 
subcommittees shall be governed by the rules of t le committee and 
by such other rules they may adopt which are & ns i stent with the 
rules of the committee. 

Except for purposes of taking testimony or receiving evidence, 
for which purposes a quorum shall consist of two subcommittee 
members, a quorum for the transaction of any other subcommittee 
business shall consist of three subcommittee mend ers. 

There are hereby established the following sui committees : 

(1) Program and Budget Authorization. 

(2) Legislation. 

(3) Oversight. 

(4) Evaluation of Performance. 

6. Investigations 

No investigation shall be conducted by the committee unless ap- 
proved by the full committee, a majority being present; provided, 
however, that an investigation may be initiated-r 

(1) at the direction of the chairman of t} ) full committee, 
with notice to the ranking minority member of the full 
committee, or 

(2) at the written request to the chairma. of the full com- 
mittee of at least five members of the committee, 

except that any investigation initiated under (3 j or (2) must be 
brought to the attention of the full committee for approval at the 
next regular meeting of the full committee folic zing initiation of 
the investigation. Authorized investigations mar be conducted by 
members of the committee and/or by designated committee staff 
members. 

7. SUBPENAS 

Subpenas authorized by the committee for 4 le attendance of 
witnesses or the production of memoranda, doer nents, records or 
any other material may be issued by the chairma n, or any member 
of the committee designated by the chairman, a d may be served 
by any person designated by the chairman or m mber issuing the 
subpenas. Each subpena shall have attached thereto a copy of 
these rules. 
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•• .... ... : -8. Staff - .• 

For the purpose of these rules, committee staff means employees 
of the committee, consultants to the committee, employees of other 
Government agencies detailed to the committee, or any other person 
engaged by contract or otherwise to perform services for or at the 
request of the committee. . .. . 

The appointment of committee staff shall be by a majority vote 
of the committee. After confirmation, the chairman shall certify 
committee staff appointments to the Clerk of the House in writing. 

The committee staff works for the committee as a whole, under 
the supervision of the chairman of the committee. Except as other- 
wise provided by the committee, the duties of committee staff shall 
be performed and committee staff personnel affairs and day-to-day 
operations, including security and control of classified documents 
and material, shall be administered under the direct supervision 
and control of the staff director. ■■ • 

The committee staff shall assist the minority as fully as the 
majority in all matters of committee business and in the prepara- 
tion and filing of additional, separate and minority views, to the 
end that all points of view may be fully considered by the commit- 
tee and the House. 

The members of the committee staff shall not discuss either the 
classified substance or procedure of the work of the committee with 
any person not a member of the committee or the committee staff 
for any purpose or in connection with any proceeding, judicial or 
otherwise, either during his or her tenure as a member of the com- 
mittee staff or at any time thereafter except as directed by the 
committee in accordance with clause 7 of House Rule XLVIII and 
the provisions of these rules, or, in the event of the termination of 
the committee, in such a manner as may be determined by the House. 

No member of the committee staff shall be employed by the com- 
mittee unless and until such a member of the committee staff agrees 
in writing, as a condition of employment, not to divulge any classi- 
fied information which comes into his or her possession while he. or 
she is a member of the committee staff or any classified information 
which comes into his or her possession by virtue of his or her posi- 
tion as a member of the committee staff to any person not a member 
of the committee or the committee staff, either during his or her ten- 
ure as a member of the committee staff or at any time thereafter 
except as directed by the committee in accordance with clause 7 
of House Rule XLVIII and the provisions of these rules, or in the 
event of the termination of the committee, in such manner as may 
be determined by the House. 

No member of the committee staff shall be employed by the com- 
mittee unless and until such a member of the committee staff agrees 
in writing, as a condition of employment to notify the committee, 
or, in the event of the committee’s termination, the House, of any 
request for his or her testimony, either during his or her tenure. as 
a member of the committee staff or at any time thereafter with 
respect to classified information which came into his or her posses- 
sion by virtue of his or her position as a member of the committee 
staff. Such classified information shall not be disclosed in response 
to such requests except as directed by the committee in accordance 
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with clause 7 of House Rule XLVIII and the provisions of these 
rules, or in the event of the termination of th<. committee, in such 
manner as may be determined by the House. 

The committee shall immediately consider disciplinary action to 
be taken in case any member of the committee staff fails to conform 
to any of these rules. Such disciplinary action may include, but shall 
not be limited to, immediate dismissal from th> committee staff. 

9. Receipt of Classified Material 

In the case of any information classified under established secu- 
rity procedures and submitted to the committee by the executive or 
legislative branch, the committee’s acceptance • f such information 
shall constitute a decision by the committee that it shall not be dis- 
closed unless the committee, by rollcall vote, determines that it 
wishes to disclose publicly a part or all of such information under 
the procedures set forth in clause 7 of House Rule XLVIII. For pur- 
poses of receiving information from either the xecutive or legisla- 
tive branch, the staff director of the committee, or the chief counsel 
in his or her absence, may accept informatics on behalf of the 
committee. 

10. Procedures for Handling Classified or Sensitive Material 

Committee staff offices shall operate under strict security pre- 
cautions. At least one security guard shall be on duty at all times by 
the entrance to control entry. Before entering tiie office all persons 
shall identify themselves. 

Sensitive or classified documents and materia! shall be segregated 
in a secure storage area. They may be examined only at secure read- 
ing facilities. Copying, duplicating, or removal from the committee 
offices of such documents and other materials are prohibited except 
as is necessary for use in, or preparation for, interviews or commit- 
tee meetings, including the taking of testimony in conformity with 
these rules. 

Each member of the committee shall at all times have access to 
all papers and other material received from any source. The staff 
director shall be responsible for the maintenance, under appropriate 
security procedures, of a registry which will number and identify 
all classified papers and other classified materials in the possession 
of the committee, and such registry shall be available to any mem- 
ber of the committee. 

Pursuant to clause 7(c) (2) of House Rule XLVIII and to clause 
2(e) (2) and clause 2(g) (2) of House Rule XJ, members who are 
not members of the committee shall be granted access to such hear- 
ings, records, data, charts and files of the committee and be ad- 
mitted on a nonparticipatory basis to hearings of the committee 
which involve classified material, on the basis of the following 
provisions : 

(1) Members who desire to examine materia s in the possession 
of the committee should notify the clerk of the committee in 
writing. 
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1 9 \ Fiach such request by a member must be considered by the 
coimifee aTuorS betaj present at.the earitat prael finable 
orvnorhmitv The committee must determine by record vote what 
ever action 'it deems necessary in light of all the circumstances of 
each individual request. The committee shall ta kf 1 .^o account in 
its deliberations, such considerations as the sensitivity of 
mation sought to the national defense or the confidential conduct ot 
the foreign relations of the United States, the likelihood of i s - 
ins directly or indirectly disclosed and such other concerns^ con- 
stitutional and otherwise— as affect the public interest of the Um e 
States. Such actions as the committee may take include, but are not 
limited to: (i) approving the request, m whole or par t , (n) deny 
imr the request; (iii) providing in different form than requested 
information or material which is the subject of the request. 

(3) In matters touching on such requests, the committee may, m 
its discretion, consult the Director of Central Intelligence and such 

other officials as it may deem necessary. . 

( 4 ) In the event that the member making the request in question 
does not accede to the determination or any part thereof of the 
committee as regards the request, that member should notify the 
committee in writing of the grounds for his or her disagreement. 
The committee shall subsequently consider the matter and decide, 
by record vote, what further action or recommendation, it any, it 

V ' ^Whenever the select committee makes classified material avail- 
able to any other committee of the House or to any member of the 
House not a member of the committee, the clerk of the committee 
shall be notified. The clerk shall at that time provide a copy of the 
applicable portions of these rules and of House Rule XUV1H to 
such members or such committee and insure that the conditions 
contained therein under which the classified materials provided are 
clearly presented to the recipient. The clerk of the committee shall 
also maintain a written record identifying the particular informa- 
tion transmitted and the committee or Members of the House 
receiving such information. The staff director of the committee is 
further empowered to provide for such additional measures as he 
or she deems necessary in providing material which the committee 
has determined to make available to a member of the House or a 

committee of the House. , „ ... , „ 

Access to classified information supplied to the committee shall 
be limited to those committee staff members with appropriate 
security clearances and a need-to-know, as determined by the com- 
mittee, and under the committee’s direction, the staff director. 

No member of the committee or of the committee staff shall dis- 
close, in whole or in part or by way of summary, to any person not a 
member of the committee or the committee staff for any purpose or 
in connection with any proceeding, judicial or otherwise, any testi- 
mony given before the committee in executive session, or the con- 
tents of any classified papers or other classified materials or other 
classified information received by the committee except as author- 
ized by the committee in accordance with clause 7 of House Rule 
XLVlil and the provisions of these rules, or in the event of the 
termination of the committee, in such a manner as may be deter- 
mined by the House. 
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Before the committee makes any decision reg .rding a request for 
access to any testimony, papers, or other materials in its possession, 
the committee members shall have a reasonable opportunity to 
examine all pertinent testimony, papers, and other materials that 
have been obtained by the committee. 

11. Legislative Calendar 

The clerk of the committee shall maintain a p rinted calendar for 
the information of each committee member shriving the measures 
introduced and referred to the committee and the status of such 
measures — and such other matters as the coi mittee determines 
shall be included. The calendar shall be revised from time to time 
to show pertinent changes. A copy of each siit.h revision shall be 
furnished to each member of the committee. 

Unless otherwise ordered, measures referred to the committee 
shall be referred by the clerk of the committee to the appropriate 
department or agency of the Government for reports thereon. 


12. Committee Travel 

No member of the committee or committee s aff shall travel on 
committee business unless specifically authorize 1 by the chairman. 
Bequests for authorization of such travel shal state the purpose 
and extent of the trip. A full report shall be filed with the commit- 
tee when travel is completed. 

When the chairman approves the foreign tra vel of a member of 
the committee staff not accompanying a membe of the committee, 
all members of the committee are to be advised, prior to the com- 
mencement of such travel of its extent, nature and purpose. The 
report referred to in the previous paragraph shall be furnished to 
all members of the committee and shall not be itherwise dissemi- 
nated without the express authorization of the c mmittee pursuant 
to the rules of the committee. 

13. Broadcasting Committee Mee tngs 

Whenever any hearing or meeting conducted by the committee 
or any subcommittee is open to the public, a m. joi’ity of the com- 
mittee or subcommittee, as the case may be, ma; permit that hear- 
ing oi meeting to be covered, in whole or in >art, by television 
In oadcast, radio broadcast, and still photography, or by any of such 
methods of coverage, subject to the provisions and in accordance 
with the spirit of the purposes enumerated in t ause 3 of Rule XI 
of the Rules of the House. 

14. Changes in Rules 

These Rules may be modified, amended, or repealed by the com- 
mittee, piovided that a notice in writing of th proposed change 
has been given to each member at least 48 hours prior to the meet- 
ing at which action thereon is to be taken. 


O 
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PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE C TT" 

ON INTELLIGENCE 


THOMAS K. LATIMER* STAFF DIRECTOR 
MICHAEL i, O'NEIL, CHIEF COUNSEL 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 


April 7 , 1978 


OLC #73- /jv* 


Honorable Stansfield Turner 
Director of Central Intelligence 
Washington, D. C. 20505 

Dear Admiral Turner: 

Enclosed for your information are copies of the 
Committee's revised Rules of Procedure. 

Copies have been sent to intelligence representatives 
of all NFIP organizations . 

With every good wish, I am 



Enclosures 




Approved For Release 2004/03/25 : CIA-RDP81M00980R0031 00060028-2 






